
© Penny Akester 2022 - penny@pennyakester.co.uk - www.pennyakester.co.uk

Resources; - Design
There is inspiration and information all around, and 
of course plenty if you search Google or YouTube, but 
here are some ideas to get you started - websites, 
books, apps and more...
 

Design Process and Design Skills
Mastering Contemporary Jewelry Design - Loretta Lam
Contemporary Jewelry Design - Li Purman
Jewellery Design and Development - Norman Cherry 
Design for Contemporary Jewellery Makers  - Louise Seijen ten Hoorn (publishing 2023)

https://goldsmiths-centre.org/resources/knowledge-nd-educates-how-approach-creative-
brief-jewellery-and-silversmithing-effectively 
https://youtu.be/kwmv6_K7ycA 
https://www.vogue.co.uk/article/how-to-become-a-jewellery-designer 
https://jacobsthejewellers.com/blog/archive/5-bespoke-
jewellery-design-facts-you-didnt-know-about/ 

Technical Drawing and Rendering 
Skills 
Jewellery Illustration and Design - Manuela Brambatti
Drawing for Jewelers - Maria Josep Forcadel
Drawing for Designers - Alan Pipes

CAD Software
Rhino and Matrix are probably the most commonly used jewellery design packages - 
Matrix is a LOT more expensive, but Rhino is more ‘affordable’ at around £500. Do look 
out for free trials /& student deals etc. 
Other options include; -
• Sketchup
• TinkerCAD
• Blender
• AutoCAD
• ZBrush
• JewelCAD
• 3Design
• Shapeways - www.shapeways.com/industry/jewelry also 
has some great resources - Shapeways are a 3D printing 
service where you can upload your designs and have them 
printed and mailed to you.
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Historical Jewellery Design
7000 Years of Jewelry - Hugh Tait
Rings: Jewelry of Power, Love and Loyalty - Diana 
Scarisbrick
Jewels That Made History: 100 Stones, Myths, and Legends 
- Stellene Volandes
Adorning Fashion: The History of Costume Jewellery - 
Deanna Farneti Cera
Jewels & Jewellery (V&A Museum) – Clare Phillips
Stoned: Jewelry, Obsession, and How Desire Shapes the 
World - Aja Raden

Contemporary Jewellery Design
500 Earrings: New Directions in Contemporary Jewelry - Lark Books (part of a series)
New Necklaces: 400 Designs in Contemporary Jewellery - Nicolas Estrada (another series)
The Sourcebook of Contemporary Jewelry Design - Macarena San Martin 
Unexpected Pleasures: The Art and Design of Contemporary Jewelry - Susan Cohn 
Masters of New Jewellery Design  - Carlos Pastor

Useful Graphics, Video and Layout 
Apps
Canva - for doing layouts and designing documents, 
creating collages / mood boards, as well as flyers, posters, 
and social media posts - free with paid upgrade 
Adobe InDesign - Publishing and Document Layout
Adobe Spark - Web based app for creating videos and 
layouts
Vimeo - creating videos
Gimp - free photoshop alternative
Pixlr - free photo editing
Snapseed - free photo editing

Art & Design Suppliers 
Cass Art - www.cassart.co.uk/ 
London Graphic Centre - www.londongraphics.co.uk/
Atlantis Art - www.atlantisart.co.uk/ 
Great Art - www.greatart.co.uk
L Cornelissen & Son - www.cornelissen.com/
Rymans 
WHSmiths 
The Works 


